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By R. PATRICK CORBETT
Qbsenver-Dispatch

UTICA — Respirators
muffle the voices of work-
ers hauling contaminated
waste out of the old Bossert
Manufacturing plant:in
West Utica, but the mes-
sage'is clear: Be careful,

Crews elad in personal

" protective gear are carting -
.tons of trash out of the.

building through doorways
that have been sealed for a

&

decade by concrete blocks.

“Most of it is PCB-contam- -
-inated debris we stockpiled

10 years ago,” Jack Harmon,
project manager for the fed-
eral Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, said. .
The old metal-stamping

plant, seized by the city for

unpaid taxes in the mid-
1980s, sits next to the North-
South Arterial in West Utica,

~ An estimated 3,500 cubic
yards of old protective gear,

- METRO EDITION

hoses and other material
was piled up inside the
decaying buildings when

the EPA made its first emer- ,

gency cleanup a decade ago.
Now, the debris will be

. trucked ‘in sealed contain-

ers to a toxic waste landfill
near Niagara Falls, Har-
mon said. -

David Salle, owner. of
'Sunset Carbonit Gas Co,

across Oswego Street from

the Bossert complex, has
been waiting for something

to happen for a dazen
years, and he’s glad work
hasstarted. - - -
“Just cutting the grass
and picking things up like
they’ve done makes the
place look better,” he said. -
He said he only is disap-
pointed that the EPA will
not demolish the buildings
on the site, “People thought
everything was going to be:

‘leveled,” Salle said,

. Please see BOSSERT, 2A

in Utica — very cautiously

By HEATHER MARTIN, Observer-Dispaich_
remediation services, which is
th contractor for the Environmental Protection
Agenc moves contaminated debris from the Bossert
Manufacturing Plant Thursday afternoon. Pickard is wea

Peter ,Pickard' of Earth Tec

- ing an air-purifying respirator and persol
to prevent him fronvtouching the debris,
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The most cominon waate, PCBS.
are chemical compounds sus:
pected of causing canger. H
mon said they dre not
unless they contami
sourees.or get niixec
that can be breathed-i
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. most of the plant's sm faces,

said.

Tons of metal machinery and ,
pipe will be decontaminated on

the site and sold to a recéycler to

- recover a small part of the $3.9

million project cost; the project

- chief said.

. After the PCB cuntamination isv-
goite and the metal recy cled, .

crews will begin stil the

the eomp ax,

- Harmon sald the asbestos '

doesn't pose a health threat now

This slgn hangs an the exterior of the old Boasen Piant, t '

sits on the corner of the North-South Arterial and Oswego Stireet '

* GORRECTIONS AND cL

the city spent nearly $4 million o |

environmental and legal actions
before he negotiated a deal for
the state to pay for the cleanup.
The state then passed the job
on to the federal government,

d which will use federal Superfund

The Qbserver-Dispatch strives for

" fair and accurate covetage. In the

event of substantive errors, ¢ it 18 the -
policy of the newspaper to correct
them promptly and pr ommently
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